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PRISONER TRANSPORT SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.04 pm]: Members will recall that 
following the death in custody of Mr Ward while being transported from Laverton, I directed the Department of 
Corrective Services to undertake a review of prisoner transport services. The review report contained 18 
recommendations with varying deadlines for their completion and/or implementation. Three recommendations 
had deadlines in March 2008.  
In relation to recommendations 1 and 2, revised and improved operating procedures have been developed. These 
require escort officers to record all observations and occurrences in the occurrence log as a minimum every 15 
minutes; ensure that, for journeys of more than two hours’ duration, prisoners are provided with a 1.5 litre water 
bottle prior to departure; and two-hourly welfare checks are undertaken by stopping the vehicle in a safe place 
off the main road and checking that air conditioning is working, prisoners are offered additional drinking water 
and observed for any life-threatening health issues.  

The revised procedures have been forwarded to the Aboriginal Legal Service, the Deaths in Custody Watch 
Committee and the Inspector of Custodial Services. The ALS has met with the department to discuss proposed 
changes. It is anticipated that all the changes suggested by the ALS will be endorsed and adopted. The 
inspector’s office and the Deaths in Custody Watch Committee have indicated that they will provide a written 
formal response. This has not yet been received. 

Recommendation 3 is proving to be more problematic. The new operating policy requires that when a person is 
received from Western Australia Police with injuries or ill health, the GSL (Australia) Pty Ltd supervisor may 
decline to accept the person without a medical clearance. There has been some resistance to change from police, 
but an assessment of “fit to travel” provisions in all state jurisdictions is being undertaken to develop best 
practice in the acceptance of prisoners in custody from police lockups. Some states do not have “fit to travel” 
provisions, while Victoria and South Australia incorporate a physical assessment into their checks. I believe that 
it is possible to improve our provisions without imposing onerous requirements on police. 

I am advised that good progress is being made on the remainder of the recommendations. For example, the 
installation in all vehicles of temperature monitoring systems and audible duress alarm systems is well 
underway. Although installation has not been without some problems, the contractor is confident of completing 
the work by the 31 May deadline. This week a representative of ALS has joined DCS officers in travelling to the 
eastern states to inspect prisoner transport used in other jurisdictions.  

I will provide further progress reports as we continue the implementation of the recommendations. 
 


